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Mayor  Feinstein  will  be  here 


Merchants  Association  Revitalized 


MAYOR  DI ANNE  FEINSTEIN 
JOINS   COMMUNITY  VOLUN- 


TEERS TO  PAINT  OUT 
GRAFFITI 


Anti-Graffiti  Committee  Targets  The  Valley 


Mayor  Dianne  leinstem's 
anti -graffiti  and   litter  com- 
mittee,  San  Francisco  Alive, 
will  bring  its  cleaning  power 
to  Visitacion  Valley  on  Satur- 
day,  August  2. 

Volunteers  from  the  valley, 
Youth  Conservation  Corps.,  and 
Delancey  Street  will  join 
employees  from  the  Department 
of   Public  Works  and  the  San 
Francisco  Sheriff's  Work  Fur- 
lough Program  at  the  Community 
Center,   50  Raymond  Avenue,  at 
8:30  a.m.     Local  residents  are 
urged  to  help  in  this  major 
clean-up  campaign. 


Up  to  ten  valley  locations 
will  be  targeted  for  an  anti- 
graffiti  paint-out,   while  the 
DPW  rids  streets  and  sidewalks 
of  cracked  cement ,   weeds  and 
abandoned  cars. 

Sidewalks  will  be  swept, 
gutters  cleaned  and  walls 
painted  with  graffiti-resis- 
tant paint. 

"The  San  Francisco  Alive 
crew  hits  a  target  neighborhood 
about  once  every  two  weeks  and 
paints  about  40  to  50  addresses 
a  day,"  explained  Project  Direc- 
tor Lewis  Lillian. 


The  Visitacion  Valley 
Merchants  Association,  which 
has  been  dormant  for  nearly 
four  years,   has  recently  been 
revitalized  and  shows  signs  of 
new  life. 


The  association,  which 
originally  began  in  1938,  has 
been  the  valley's  lone  repre- 
sentative to  City  Hall  over 
the  last  half  century.  While 
involved  in  the  San  Framsco 
Council  of  District  Merchants, 
the  local  merchants  were  quite 
active  during  the  sixties,  but 
members  became  disinterested 
over  the  last  several  years, 
according  to  past  president, 
Jack  Creighton. 


Creighton,   who  served  as 
president  from  1968  to  1982, 
said  the  merchants  association 
was  an   important  communications 
tool  for  local  store  owners. 
"It  was  our  way  to  ensure  city 
services  got  rendered  to  this 
lost  portion  of  the  City,"  he 
said.     Through  the  association's 
efforts,   the  valley  received 
better  police  protection, 
cleaner  streets  and  attained  a 
little  political  clout  by 
helping  clear  the  way  for  the 
San  Francisco  Executive  Park. 


Times  haven't  changed  much, 
and  many  of  the  same  concerns 
are  prompting  area  merchants  to 
organize  again.     The  driving 


Debra  Etienne 

force  behind  the  renewed  inte- 
rest is  Valley  Supermarket 
owner,   Fawzi  Kaddoura,   who  be- 
lieves all  of  the  community's 
merchants  are  anxious  to  see 
the  association  active  again. 


"We're  hoping  to  bring  a  new 
image  and  new  look  to  the 
valley  to  support  the  entire 
community,"  he  said.  About 
1 5  merchants  showed  their 
support  by  attending  a  meeting 
in  June  to  elect  new  officers. 
Kaddoura   is  president,   vice  — 
president  is  Jack  Creighton  of 
Leland  Avenue  Pharmacy,  Willie 
Evans  with  House  of  Music  is 
secretary-treasurer  and  Bernice 
Gant,   retired  from  Bernice's 
Drapery,   will  continue  serving 
as  recording  secretary. 

"We  want  a  stronger  associa- 
tion with  more  active  members. 
We  all  have  the  same  interests 
so  we  can  support  each  other," 
the  newly  elected  president 
stated.     Kaddoura ' s  plans  for 
the  merchants  association  in- 
clude cleaner  streets,  employ- 
ment of   local  youth  at  area 
stores,   and  perhaps  even  col- 
lective health  insurance  and 
credit  union  memberships. 

More  participation  from 
community  members,  especially 
senior  citizens,   would  enhance 
the  association's  role  in  con- 
tributing to  Visitacion  Valley, 
Kaddoura  stresses. 
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FROM  THE  EDITOR     ™  christen**, 


THE  VALLEY  HAS  A  NEW  VOICE   -  THE  VISITACION  VALLEY  GRAPEVINE  ', 
THIS  NEWSPAPER,    FUNDED  BY  A  GRANT  FROM  THE  KOSHLAND  COMMITTEE  OF 
THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  FOUNDATION,   MAKES    ITS   DEBUT  WITH  THIS   ISSUE ! 

It  has  been  many  years  since  the  valley  has  had  a  newspaper  of  its 
own,  and   local   residents  have  had  no  way  to  receive  news  and  informa- 
tion about  their  neighborhood.     The  Grapevine  hopes  to  play  a  leading 
role  in  unifying  and  beautifying  our  community  by  writing  hard  news, 
local   information     and  interesting  features. 

Visitacion  Valley  could  be  described  as  an  "urban  island,"  with  the 
surrounding  hills  separating   it  from  the  San  Francisco  mainstream. 
To  its  everlasting     credit,    the  Koshland  Committee  recognized  our  need 
for  a  newspaper  thereby  granting  the  necessary  start-up  funding.  The 
grant  is  administered  by  Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center. 

The  name,   "Visitacion  Valley  Grapevine,"  was  selected  from  more  than 
thirty  entries   in  a   "name  the  newspaper"  contest  conducted  by  Valley 
United,  a  community  organization.       A  contest  also  resulted  in  giving 
us  our  dramatic  masthead  design. 

The  ^.apevine's  staff   is  essentially  volunteer.     Valley  residents  and 
workers  are  encouraged  to   lend  their  time  and  talents  to  produce  this 
community  newspaper.      (See  "Grapevine  Opportunities"  elsewhere   in  this 
issue.  ) 

Subscriptions  are  available  for  $6.00  per  year.     An  order  form  is 
provided  on  Page   3.     Advertising  rates  are  reasonable,   and  local 
businesses  are  urged  to  support  the  Grapevine  through  advertising. 

Letters  from  our  readers  are  welcome.     W*  want  to  know  what  your  con- 
cerns are.     Address  your   letters  to  Editor,   Visitacion  Valley  Grapevine, 
50  Raymond  Avenue,   San  Francisco,   CA  94134. 

THE  GRAPEVINE   IS  YOUR  NEWSPAPER    -    LET  US  KNOW  YOUR  CONCERNS. 
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CENTERVOICE 


Yes  We  Can! 


Congratulations  to  the  Merchant's 
who  have  reorganized  recently 
for  the  purpose  of  the  better- 
ment of  the  Valley  and  of  revi- 
talizating  the  business  dis- 
trict.    We  know  it  has  been  tried 
bef ore . . . we  1 ve  had  our  ups  and 
downs.      If  we  all  believe  in  it, 
it  will  happen  for  us. 

Tree  plantings  and  trash  cans  are 
needed.     These  are  positive, 
active  projects  requiring  a  lot 
of  care  by  all   the  neighbors. 
When  tried  before,    folks  were 
apathetic  about  both,   and  they 
failed.     The  problem  wasn't  the 
trees,   nor  was  it  the  trash  cans. 

It  was  the  apathy... the  "Let  the 
other  guy  do  it"  attitude  that 
prevails  as  one  of  the  clearest 
signs  of  the  illness  of  modern 
society . 
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VOLUNTEERS   FOR  VISITACION 
VALLEY  CLEAN-UP  DAY  SHOULD 
REPORT  TO  THE  COMMUNITY 
CENTER,    50  RAYMOND  AVENUE, 
SATURDAY,    AUGUST   2  AT 
8:30   A.  M. 

TO  BE  ELIGIBLE  FOR  BREAK- 
FAST,   LUNCH   AND   A  SAN 
FR  NCISCO  ALIVE  T-SHIRT, 
CALL        15)    467-6400  AND 
SIGN-U     TO  HELP.  WORKERS 
OF  ALL  AG~~   AND  ABILITIES 
ARE  WELCOME 


active  and  flourishing;  talented 
artists  of  all  kinds  are  in  our 
midst;  we  have  the  largest  popu- 
lation of  young  people  in  the 
City;   we  have  a  rich  and  excit- 
ing cultural  mix  and  YOU  live 
here  too. 

So,   congratulations  and  thank 
you,   merchants.     VVCC  is  right 
alongside  you  in  these  efforts. 

We'll  be  out  there  with  you  too 
on  Visitacion  Valley  graffiti 
clean-up  day,   August  2nd, 

We  know  you  will  want  to  join 
us  in  thanking  Mrs.  Anne 
Kaartunen  for  her  work  in  get- 
ting this  project  going.  She 
doesn't  wait   for  the  other 
person  either. 

Once  this  clean-up  is  done, 
let  us  join  together  in  pro- 
tecting our  valley  and  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  our  labor. 


VISITACION  VALLEY 


We  are  the  BEST. 


PRIZE  WINNING  POSTER 
BY  JERRY  COLLADO 
OUR   LADY  OF  VISITA- 
CION SCHOOL 


Julia  A.  Kavanagh 


TWO  CONTEST  WINNERS, 

ERICA  BROWN  -  GRAPHICS 

PAT  CROCKER  -  NAME  FOR 
THE  PAPER. 
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Anti-Graffiti 
Committee 


From  Page  1 


"Mayor  Feinstein  has  often 
donned  jeans  and  a  t-shirt  and 
wielded  a  brush  working  along- 
side community  volunteers  to 
improve  their  neighborhoods," 
he  said. 

San  Francisco  Alive  will  pro- 
vide both  breakfast  and  lunch 
to  all  neighborhood  participants 
Volunteers  will  also  be  awarded 
committee  t-shirts. 

"Whether  it's  the  magic  of 
the  Mayor's  brush  or  the 
reluctance  to  spoil  a  pristine 
wall,   graffiti  artists  seem 
hesitant  to  write  on  clean 
walls,"  said  Lillian. 

Expressing  confidence  in  the 
committee,   Lillian  noted  a 
recent     painting  at  Miscion  and 
Army  Streets. 

"I  just  went  to  look  at  it," 
he  said,    "and  it  still  looks 
great: " 


Summer  Fun  For  All  Ages 

at  Candlestick  Point  State  Park 


Candlestick  Point  State 
Recreation  Area  continues  to 
offer  various  outdoor  activi- 
ties throughout  the  summer. 

A  kite  festival  featuring 
a  contest  and  dedication  of 
a  newly  developed  area  of  the 
park  will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
August  9  from  11:00  a.m.  to 
4:30  p.m. 

In  addition,   youngsters  of 
all  ages  can  enjoy  the  fun  and 
games  at  Sunday  afternoon  "pier 
talks"  held  by  rangers  at 
1:00  p.   m.   until  September  at 
the  new  pier. 

Ranger-supervised  two-hour 
fishing  programs  are  also 
available  by  advance  reserva- 
tion . 

San  Bruno 
Nature  Hikes 

Beautiful  wildf lowers , 
endangered  animal  life  and  rare 
foliage  welcome  San  Bruno  hikers 
each  Saturday. 

Naturalist  David  Schooley 
conducts   free  guided  hikes  for 
all  ages  and  abilities.  Join 
others  in  protecting  this 
natural  wonder  that  lies  at  our 
doorstep.     For  information  call 
Schooley  at   (415)  467-6631. 


Gardeners  will  delight  in 
the  numerous  raised  bed  boxes, 
several  wheelchair  accessible, 
and  a  nearby  greenhouse. 
Gardening  classes  are  available 
by  request. 

More  program  information  is 
available  by  call  (415) 
557-4069  or  557-4127. 


Classifieds 


FOR  SALE:    '70  VW  Bug  classic 
needs  sm  wk,gd  interior. 
$1200  or   BO.   Call  731-2859. 


The  Grapevine  has  job  openings 
as  follows: 

ADVERTISING  SALES  MANAGER 
$75/mo  plus  commissions 

CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
$50/mo. 

Volunteers  are  needed  as: 

REPORTERS 
EDITORS 
CARTOONISTS 
COLUMNISTS 
PHOTOGRAPHERS 
GRAPHIC  &  PRODUCTION 

ARTISTS 
SPORTS  FEATURES 
TYPISTS 


SUBSCRIPTION  ORDER  FORM 


Name 


Address 
City  


State 


Zip 


Mail  with  check  for  $6.00  to: 
Visitacion  Valley  Grapevine 
c/o  WCC 

50  Raymond  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 


Love  Zone  —  Billy  Ocean 
Emotional  —Jeffrey  Osborne 


Rapture  —  Anita  Baker 
Back  in  Black- Whodini 


$5.99 


each  (with  coupon) 

Celebrating  20  Years  in  Business 


Evons  House  of  Music  83  Lelond  Avenue  Son  Francisco  Co  94 1 3<i 

(415)  239-8494 


One  Album  Per  Coupon 


Expires  August  30,  1986 
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WHEN  THE  VALLEY  WAS  YOUNG 


Time  may  have  altered  the 
surrounding  landscape  of  the 
house  Dorothy  Frandsen's  father, 
Joseph  Edelmann,   and  uncles 
built  on  weekends  back  in  1902, 
but  certainly  not  her  pleasant 
memories . 

Along  with  her  grandmother's 
nearby  home,   the  property  then 
housed  up  to  50  horses  and  was 
known  affectionately  as  "the 
farm .  " 

Holiday  festivities  usually 
found   family  relatives  and 
friends  gathered  around  a  long 
plank  table  spanning  two  rooms. 

"We  never  had  a  Christmas  or 
New  Years  with  less  than  50 
people."  said  Mrs.  Frandsen, 
who  with  husband,  Arthur, 
recently  celebrated  a  66th 
wedding  anniversary. 

Her  grandmother,  Katherine 
Bergold,   had  originally  pur- 
chased seven  $50  parcels  along 
what  soon  became  Cora  Street, 
a  two-block  road  named  for  a 
controversial  Gold  Rush  gambler. 

Neighboring  homes  eventually 
bridged  the  quarter-block  gap 
between  the  Bergold  and  Edelmann 
residences . 

Long  gone  is  the  quaint  shack 
at  the  foot     of  Cora  Street 
where  Mrs.   Frandsen,   using  a 
wooden  bucket  as  a  seat, 
attended  one  of  the  valley's 
first  elementary  schools. 

As  a  six-year-old  girl,  she 
vividly  recalls  her  neighbors 
climbing  the  hills  north  of 
Visitacion  Valley  to  sadly  wit- 
ness the  burning  aftermath  of 
the   1906  earthquake. 

Her  father  and  an  uncle, 
both  in  the  drayage  business. 


by  Len  Appiano 


made  numerous  trips  to  the 
City's  devastated  areas  and 
assisted  many  refugees. 


"My  father  had  a 
and  four  horses,"  s 
Frandsen  of  the  fut 
county  committeeman 
sacks,   cut  holes  in 
them,   and  put  them 
horses'   heads.  He 
Market  Street,  Van 
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Tips  on 

Staying  Healthy 

Listening  to  your  body  may  save 
your  life.     Every  day,  your 
body  sends  you  messages  enabling 
you  to  function  as  a  healthy 
person.     Occasionally,  those 
signals  may  be*  warning  you  of 
impending  danger. 

To  help  you  become  more  informed 
about  some  of   the  signals  your 
body  is  giving  you,   the  American 
Heart  Association  has  a  booklet 
for  you,   "Body  Language:  How 
Your  Body  Warns  You  of  an  Impend- 
ing Stroke  and  What  To  Do  About 
It."     This  pamphlet  presents  a 
brief  explanation  of  what  a 
stroke   is,   the  warning  signs, 
who  gets  them  and  how  to  prevent 
them . 

Early  detection  is  the  most  im- 
portant weapon  against  stroke. 
Send  a  sel f -addressed  stamped 
legal-size  envelope  to  American 
Heart  Association,   San  Francisco, 
California,    94102  or  call  (415) 
433-2273,    for  your   free  copy  of 
"Body  Language:   How  Your  Body 
Warns  You  of  an  Impending  Stroke 
and  What  To  Do  About  It." 


Merchants 

From  Page  1 


"There's  a  lot  of  seniors  in 
this  area,   and  promotions 
offering  them  10%  discounts  at 
the  beauty  salon,   drug  store, 
dry  cleaners  and  grocery  stores 
would  make  them  feel   like  they 
can  get  some  attention."  he 
contends . 


FAWZI    KADDOURA ,  NEW 
PRESIDENT  OF  MERCHANTS 
ASSOCIATION. 


"The  more  members  we  have, 
the  more  ideas  we'll  have  and 
the  more  we  can  do.     One  hand 
can't  do  it  all,"  he  said. 


Although  some  of  the  mer- 
chants have  expressed  some 
pessimism  about  the  association, 
Kaddoura  believes   if  everybody 
becomes  involved  and  works 
hand-m-hand,   it  can  succeed. 


School-Age  Coalition  Announces  After-School  Programs 


Latchkey  funds  were  recently  awarded  to  Early  Years  Academy, 
Inc.   for  children  with  working  parents. 

This  before  and  after  school  program  offers  free  or  reduced 
price  nourishments  within  a  safe  environment.  Age-appropriate 
activities  compliment  the  children's  regular  school  programs. 

These  services  are  offered  throughout  the  year  at  El  Dorado 
Elementary  School,   70  Delta  Street. 

For  further  information,  call  Betty  Hartman,  Director,  at  (415) 
467-2605  or  333-1450. 


Other  school-age  programs  available  to  valley  children  are: 

GENEVA  TOWERS  SCHOOL-AGE  PROGRAM  -  Vernon  Long,  Director 
Geneva  Towers  Recreation  Room  -  239-9873. 

COMMUNITY  GYM  PROGRAM  -  Vernon  Long  and  Rev.   Jim  Pittman 

Visitacion  Valley  Middle  School  -  239-9873  or  467-6055. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  PROGRAM  -  Anne  Kaartunen,  Director 
Visitacion  Valley  Elementary  School  -  239-1069. 

THEATREWORKS,   KARATE  CLASSES,    TUTORING  - 

Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center  -  467-6400. 

MAYOR'S  IN-SCHOOL  YOUTH  PROGRAM  -  Julie  Kavanagh,  Contact 
Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center  -  467-6400 
( Proposed ) 

AFTER-SCHOOL  SKILL  CENTER   -   Elvira  Dundy 
Woodrow  Wilson  High  School  -  239-6200. 

VISITACION  VALLEY  MIDDLE  SCHOOL  -  Joseph  Miller,  Principal 
239-6549. 

AFTER-SCHOOL  TUTORIAL  PROGRAM   -   Sister  Alicia 
Our  Lady  of  Visitacion  School    -  239-7840. 

SCHOOL-AGE  PROGRAM  -  Rev.   Jim  Pittman 
Valley  Baptist  Church  -  467-6055. 


SUNDAY  BINGO 

Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center 
50  Raymond  Avenue 
San  Francisco 

Celebrating  The 
New  Visitacion  Valley  Grapevine 

FREE  LUNCH  AUGUST  24 


Doors  Open  12  Noon 
Games  Starts  2  p.m. 

Free  Markers  To  New  Players 


14  Games    5  Specials 
$250  Bonanza 


Best  Wishes  to  Visitacion  Valley  Grapevine 

JOIN 

Your  Community  Center 

□  Family  School  Program        □  Theatre  Works 

□  Youth  Program 

□  Community  Garden  Project 

□  Food  Distribution 


□  Valley  United 

□  Senior  Activities 

□  Bingo 


Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center 
50  Raymond  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
467-6400 
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